REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the subject application are respectfiiUy 

solicited. 

Claims 12 through 18, 20, 23 through 34, 36 through 38, and 40 through 45 are 
pending, with Claims 12, 23, 36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 43, and 44 being independent. Claims 12 
through 18, 20, 23 through 26, 28 through 34, 36 through 38, and 40 through 43 were allowed. 
Claim 44 has been amended. 

Claims 44 and 45 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 over U.S. Patent No. 
6,226,130 Bl (Mukaiva. et al.^ in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,798,872 (Uzawa '872). All 
rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Claim 44 recites, inter alia, first through fourth lens units as claimed, wherein 
(a) at least one of the three negative lenses and one positive lens (of the second lens unit) is an 
aspherical lens, and (b) a positive lens with an aspherical surface is the closest to the object side 
of any lens in the third lens unit. 

However, Applicant respectfully submits that neither Mukaiva. et al. nor 
Uzawa '872, even in combination, assuming, arguendo , that the documents could be combined, 
discloses or suggests at least the above-discussed combination of claimed features as recited, 
inter alia , in Claim 44. In this regard. Applicant respectfully submits that the most object side 
lens of the third lens unit of Mukaiva. et al. is a negative lens. And the Official Action 
acknowledges that Mukaiya, et al. does not disclose the claimed asphere of the second and third 
lens units. Applicant further respectfully submits that while Uzawa '872 discloses an object side 
positive lens in the third lens unit, there has been no showing of any indication of motivation in 
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the cited documents that would lead the artisan to attempt to modify Mukaiva. et al. to remedy 
its deficiencies. 

Applicant also respectfully notes that U.S. Patent No. 6,016,228 (Uzawa '228), 
of record, discloses, e.g., that a positive lens with an aspherical surface is the closest to the object 
side of any lens in the third lens unit. However, Applicant respectfully submits that Uzawa '228 
fails to disclose that the third lens unit does not move for zooming, as recited, inter alia , in Claim 
44. 

The dependent claims are also submitted to be patentable because they set 
fordi additional aspects of the present invention and are dependent from independent claims 
discussed above. Therefore, separate and individual consideration of each dependent claim is 
respectfully requested. 

This Amendment After Final Rejection is an earnest attempt to advance 
prosecution and reduce the number of issues, and is believed to clearly place this application in 
condition for allowance. Furthermore, Applicant respectfully submits that a full appreciation of 
these amendments will not require undue time or effort given the Examiner's familiarity with this 
application. Moreover, this Amendment was not earlier presented because Applicant earnestly 
believed that the prior Amendment placed the subject application in condition for allowance. 
Accordingly, entry of this Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 is respectfully requested. 

Applicant submits that this application is in condition for allowance, and a 
Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 
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Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
address listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. ^^5^^ 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 



DSGMlp 



DC_MAIN 129889 v 1 
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Amendments in a Revised Format Now Permitted 

H|JP Home Index Search BvEtem oBusmMs Mews A 

Alerts Cant»r n»otic»s Contact Us 

USHD Amendments in a Revised Format Now Permitted 

soSon L'dT? ^'"^"^-^"♦io^'"-' provides for ameWnte to be'^de o the 
specification and the drawings in addition to the claims. 

sl^SrJSITdmifrif ^" T""^"*'- '""""^^S ^PP"^^"^« participating In the prototype may 
WAIVER of 37 CFR 1.121 

REVISED AMENDMENT FORMAT 
I. Begin Sections on Separate Sheets: 

Each section of an amendment paper (e.g.. Amendments to the Specification Amendments to 

SS,rsheet"* °' ^"^^ °' l»Pe' ™sl start on a 

a.) Introductory Comments 



Page ! of 4 
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b. ) Amendments to the Specification 

c. ) Amendments to the Claims 

d. ) Remarks 



n Submit Only One Version (with markings) of an Amended Part- 

III. Amendments to the Claims 

A. A Complete Listing of Claims is Always Required- 

1. Ascending Order and Status Identifier Required 

rhe listing shall be provided in sequential ascending numerical order 
(beginning with claim 1). A status identify, shall be provided for evSy 
claim in a parenthetical expression follov.ing the claim number (e g 

Claim 1. (original) ). A list of acceptable status identifiers is set forth 

u^:.''^'T- '^'^^ °^ 3" ""f er examination shall be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Cancelled and withdrawn 
claims should be indicated by only the claim number and status The 
text of cancelled or withdrawn claims should not be presented. 

2 Markings in Currently Amended Claims Required 

.w'"'f 'fj"^ currently amended shall be submitted with markings 
to indicate the changes that have been made relative to the 
immediate prior version of the claims. The changes in any amended 
claim should be shown by strikethrough (for deleted matter) or 
underlining (for added matter). No separate "clean" version should be 
submitted for currently amended claims, as this requirement has been 
elimmated. Markings should only be made in claims being 
currently amended In an amendment paper. 

3. Only Clean Text Required for Other Claims Under 
Examination. 

The text of pending claims not being currentiy amended that are 
under examination shall be presented in a dean version in the listinq 
Any claim presented in clean version constitutes an assertion that it 
has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version. 

4. Status to Effect Claim Cancellation or Addition. 

A claim rnay be cancelled by merely indicating the status of the claim 
as rancelled. Any new claim added by amendment must be indicated 
by the appropriate status identifier and shall not be underlined Thus 
added new claims of status (new), (reinstated - formerly claim # ) and 
(re-presented - formerly dependent claim #_) must be presented in 
clean version. Additional claims may be subject to additional fees as 
appropriate. 

5. When Grouping of Claims is Permitted. 

Consecutive cancelled or withdrawn claims may be aggregated into 
one line of the listing (e.g. Claims 1 - 5 (cancelled)) 
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6. Use Currently Amended" Status Where Applicable. 

If any prevrously reinstated" or "previously re-presented" claim is 
being amended, the status shall be indicated as "currently amended" 
S^flHf f M Pa^asraph A2, above. Multiple status 

Identifiers should not be used for any single claim. 

B. Status Identifiers that May be Used: 

In order to proniote uniformity and consistency, only the following eleven (11) defined status 
Identifiers should be used to indicate the status of the claims (in 'parentheLs aftir^^^^^ 



1. (Original): 

2. (Currently 
amended): 

3. (Previously 
amended): 

4. (Cancelled): 

5. (Withdrawn): 

6. (Previously added): 

7. (New): 



8. (Reinstated - 
formerly claim # J: 



9. (Previously 
reinstated): 

10. (Re-presented - 
formeriy dependent 
claim # _): 



Claim filed with the application following the specification 
(i.e., not added by preliminary amendment). 

Claim being amended in the cunrent amendment paper. 

Claim not being cun-entiy amended, but which was 
amended in a previous amendment paper. 

Claim cancelled or deleted from the application. 

Claim still in the application, but in a non-elected status. 

Claim added in an earlier amendment paper. 

Claim being added in the current amendment paper 

Claim deleted in an earlier amendment paper, but re- 
presented with a new claim number in cun-ent 
amendment. 

Claim deleted In an earlier amendment and reinstated in 
an earlier amendment paper. 



Dependent claim re-presented In independent form in 
current amendment paper. 



11. (Previously re- 
presented): 



Dependent claim re-presented in independent form in an 
earlier amendment, but not curently amended. 



C. Example of Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-5 (cancelled) 
Claim 6 (withdrawn) 

Claim 7 (previously amended): A bucket with a handle 

C aim 8 (cun-ently amended): A bucket with a §fee« blue handle 

Claim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original): A bucket with a wooden handle 
Claim 1 1 (cancelled) 
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Claim 12 <new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom 

Claim 13 (previously added): A bucket having a circumferential upper lip 

Claim 14 (re-presented - formerly claim 11): A black bucket with a wooden handle. 

IV. Amendments to the Specification 

Amendments to the spedficatlon are to be made by presenting replacement paraoraohs 
io v"s"n fsH^uuS^^?^': o^JgesL^e re.aKSmediate 

TpStl^^iTs— ^^^^ 

V. Amendments to the Drawings 

"? '° ^^If l'^*'"^ ^'9"'^^ "'a^'e by presenting replacement figures which 

? '"^^'«"9S. and which comply with § 1 .84 The chrnnes shall 
be explained m the accompanying remarks section of the amendment papeT If he amended 
drawings are not approved, the applicant will be notified in the next OffL Sion ameSed 

sheet, even though only one figure may be amended The figure number in the amended 
drawing should not be labeled as "amended." >n me amenoeo 

°" prototype image electronic processing of patent applications 
please contact the Search and Information Resources Administration at ^PP"^"0"s, 
*'^,f^^ P'f'^f^^*'^S@"^Pif>-90v.Any questions regarding the submission of amendments 
rElSth°nrf 7'^^^^ P^^*=t'^ forth in this notice should be directed to Elizabeth Dougherty 
{Elizabeth.poughefty@uspto.gov). Gena Jones (Eugenia.Jones@uspto.gov) or Joe 

tnZtil^X^^s^o^r '""^ (^ay.Lucas@uspto.gov) or Rob Clarke 

Date:1«1Z03 Signed:^ 



STEVEN KUNIN 

Deputy Commissioner for Patent 

Examination Policy 
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